Great & Holy Friday

Troparion of the Sixth Hour (Tone 2)
Thou hast worked salvation in the midst of the earth, O Christ our God; By stretching out Thy most pure
hands upon the cross. Gathering together all the nations, who cry: O Lord, glory to Thee!
Troparion of the Ninth Hour (Tone 8)
When the thief beheld the Author of Life hanging upon the cross, he said: “If it were not God in the flesh
crucified here with us, The sun would not have hidden his rays nor would the earth have quaked and
trembled, But remember me in Thy kingdom, O long-suffering Lord!”
Stikhera of Great Friday (Tone 6)
Today He who hung the earth upon the waters is hung on the tree. The King of the Angels is decked
with a crown of thorns. He who wraps the heavens in clouds is wrapped in the purple of mockery. He
who freed Adam in the Jordan is slapped on the face. The Bridegroom of the Church is affixed to the
cross with nails. The Son of the virgin is pierced by a spear.
We worship Thy Passion, O Christ. We worship Thy Passion, O Christ. We worship Thy Passion, O
Christ. Show us also Thy glorious resurrection.
Troparion of Great Friday (Tone 4)
Thou hast redeemed us from the curse of the law by Thy precious Blood. By being nailed to the Cross
and pierced with a spear, Thou hast poured immortality upon men. O our Savior, glory to Thee.
Galatians 6:14 (from 1st Hour, Epistle) But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world.
Hebrews 2:11-18 (6th Hour, Epistle) For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all
of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying: “I will declare Thy name to My
brethren; in the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to Thee.” And again: “I will put My trust in
Him.” And again: “Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.” Inasmuch then as the children
have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release those who through fear of death
were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid
to the seed of Abraham. Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a
merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the
people. For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

Hebrews 10:19-24 (from the 9th Hour, Epistle) Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by
the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His
flesh, and having a High Priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let
us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful. And let us
consider one another in order to stir up love and good works.

Great Friday Vespers
Tone 1 All creation was changed by fear / when it saw Thee hanging upon the Cross, O Christ. / The
sun was darkened, / and the foundations of the earth were shaken. / All things suffered with the
Creator of all. // O Lord, Who willingly didst endure this for us, glory to Thee!
Today the blameless Virgin saw Thee suspended upon the Cross, O Word. She mourned within
herself and was sorely pierced in her heart. She groaned in agony from the depth of her soul. Exhausted
from tearing her hair and cheeks and beating her breast, She cried out, lamenting: “Woe is me, O my
divine Child! Woe is me, O Light of the world! Why hast Thou departed from mine eyes, O Lamb of
God?” Then the bodiless hosts were seized with trembling and cried: “O incomprehensible Lord, glory
to Thee!”
Tone 6 We see a strange and fearful mystery accomplished today: He Whom none may touch is seized.
He Who looses Adam from the curse is bound. He Who tries the hearts of men is unjustly brought to
trial. He Who closed the abyss is shut in prison. He before Whom the Hosts of Heaven stand with
trembling stands before Pilate. The Creator is struck by the hand of His creature. He Who comes to
judge the living and the dead is condemned to the Cross. The Conqueror of Hell is enclosed in a
tomb.Thou Who hast endured all these things in Thy tender love, hast saved all mankind from the
curse. // O long-suffering Lord, glory to Thee!

A

Gospel Matt. 27:1-38; Luke 23:39-43; Matt. 27:39-54; John 19:31-37; Matt. 27:55-61

T THAT TIME, Mt 27:1 all the chief priests and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put
him to death: 2 And when they had bound him, they led him away, and delivered him to Pontius
Pilate the governor.
3

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was condemned, repented himself,

and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders, 4 Saying, I have
sinned in that I have betrayed the innocent blood. And they said, What is that to us? see thou to
that. 5 And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple, and departed, and went and hanged
himself. 6 And the chief priests took the silver pieces, and said, It is not lawful for to put them
into the treasury, because it is the price of blood. 7 And they took counsel, and bought with them
the potter’s field, to bury strangers in. 8 Wherefore that field was called, The field of blood, unto
this day. 9 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, And they
took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him that was valued, whom they of the children of
Israel did value; 10 And gave them for the potter’s field, as the Lord appointed me.
11

And Jesus stood before the governor: and the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the
King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. 12 And when he was accused of the
chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. 13 Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not
how many things they witness against thee? 14 And he answered him to never a word; insomuch
that the governor marvelled greatly.
15

Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they
would. 16 And they had then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. 17 Therefore when they were
gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or
Jesus which is called Christ? 18 For he knew that for envy they had delivered him. 19 When he

was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with
that just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. 20 But the
chief priests and elders persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy
Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release
unto you? They said, Barabbas. 22 Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do then with Jesus which
is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified. 23 And the governor said, Why,
what evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. 24 When
Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and
washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see
ye to it. 25 Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children. 26
Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be
crucified.
27

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him
the whole band of soldiers. 28 And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. 29 And
when they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand:
and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! 30 And
they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. 31 And after that they had
mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him
away to crucify him. 32 And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him
they compelled to bear his cross.
33

And when they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull, 34
They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not
drink. 35 And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my vesture
did they cast lots. 36 And sitting down they watched him there; 37 And set up over his head his
accusation written, This Is Jesus The King Of The Jews. 38 Then were there two thieves crucified
with him, one on the right hand, and another on the left.
Lk 23:39
And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ,
save thyself and us. 40 But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly; for we receive the due
reward of our deeds: but this man hath done nothing amiss. 42 And he said unto Jesus, Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom. 43 And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto
thee, Today shalt thou be with me in paradise.
Mt 27:39

And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, 40 And saying, Thou that
destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come
down from the cross. 41 Likewise also the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders,
said, 42 He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the King of Israel, let him now come
down from the cross, and we will believe him. 43 He trusted in God; let him deliver him now, if
he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. 44 The thieves also, which were crucified
with him, cast the same in his teeth.
45

Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. 46 And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to
say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 47 Some of them that stood there, when they

heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. 48 And straightway one of them ran, and took a
spunge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. 49 The rest said,
Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him.
50

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the ghost.

51

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; and the
earth did quake, and the rocks rent; 52 And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the
saints which slept arose, 53 And came out of the graves after his resurrection, and went into the
holy city, and appeared unto many. 54 Now when the centurion, and they that were with him,
watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and those things that were done, they feared greatly, saying,
Truly this was the Son of God.
Jn 19:31

The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain
upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that
their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then came the soldiers, and
brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. 33 But when they came
to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs: 34 But one of the soldiers
with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water. 35 And he that saw
it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe. 36
For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be
broken. 37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.
And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee,
ministering unto him: 56 Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James
and Joses, and the mother of Zebedees children. 57 When the even was come, there came a rich
man of Arimathaea, named Joseph, who also himself was Jesus’ disciple:
Mt 27:55

58

He went to Pilate, and begged the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be
delivered. 59 And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, 60 And
laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to
the door of the sepulchre, and departed. 61 And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary,
sitting over against the sepulchre.
Tone 2 Joseph of Arimathea took Thee down from the tree, the Life of all, cold in death. Bathing Thee
with sweet and costly myrrh, he gently covered Thee with finest linen, and, with sorrow and tender love
in his heart, he embraced Thy most pure body. Trembling at this awesome sight, he cried out to Thee, O
Christ: // “Glory to Thy condescension, O Lover of man!”
The Powers of Heaven shook with fear, when they saw Thine ineffable forbearance. They beheld
Thee slandered by lawless men, mocked as a deceiver by transgressors. They beheld the stone that closed
Thy tomb, sealed by the same hands that pierced Thy side, but they knew that Thy death would be our
life, and joyfully they cried out to Thee, O Christ: // “Glory to Thy condescension, O Lover of man!”
Tone 5 Joseph, together with Nicodemus, took Thee down from the Tree, Who clothest Thyself with light
as with a garment. He gazed on Thy body – dead, naked, and unburied, and in grief and tender
compassion he lamented: “Woe is me, my sweetest Jesus! A short while ago, the sun beheld Thee
hanging on the Cross, and it hid itself in darkness. The earth quaked in fear at the sight. The veil of the
Temple was torn in two. Lo, now I see Thee willingly submit to death for our sake. How shall I bury
Thee, O my God? How can I wrap Thee in a shroud? How can I touch Thy most pure body with my
hands? What songs can I sing for Thine Exodus, O compassionate One? I magnify Thy Passion. I glorify
Thy burial, and Thy holy Resurrection, // crying, O Lord, glory to Thee!”

