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35th Sunday after Pentecost
Afterfeast of the Meeting of Our Lord
St Parthenius, Bp of Lampsacus / Ven Luke of Hellas

Crucifixion Mosaic from the Monastery of Hosios Loukas
Troparion, Resurrection – Tone 2
When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal,
Thou didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy Godhead.
And when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead,
all the powers of heaven cried out:
“O Giver of life, //
Christ our God, glory to Thee!”
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Troparion, Meeting of the Lord – Tone 1
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, Full of Grace!
From thee shone the Sun of Righteousness, ^Christ our God,
enlightening those who sat in darkness.
Rejoice and be glad, O righteous Elder,
thou didst accept in thine arms the ^Redeemer of our souls,
Who grants us the Resurrection!

Venerable Luke (Hosios Loukas) of Hellas, from his monastery called Hosios Loukas
Troparion, Ss Parthenius and Luke – Tone 4
O God of our Fathers, / always act with kindness towards us;
take not Thy mercy from us, / but guide our lives in peace //
through the prayers of Thy saints!
And or:
Troparion, St Parthenius – Tone 4
In truth thou wast revealed to thy flock as a rule of faith,
an image of humility and a teacher of abstinence;
thy humility exalted thee; / and thy poverty enriched thee.
O Hierarch Father Parthenius, / entreat Christ our God //
that our souls may be saved!
Kontakion, Resurrection – Tone 2
Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior,
seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb!
The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee! //
And the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever.
verse: Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
Kontakion, St Parthenius – Tone 3
Thou didst receive divine grace to work miracles/
wise and holy God-bearing wonderworker Parthenius.
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Thou didst cleanse the passions of all the faithful
and didst drive out evil spirits. //
Therefore, we praise thee as a great initiate of the grace of God.
verse: now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.
Kontakion, Meeting of the Lord – Tone 1
By Thy Nativity Thou didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb
and blessed Simeon’s hands, ^O Christ God.
Now Thou hast come and saved us through love.
Grant peace to all Orthodox Christians,
O only Lover of mankind!
The Prokeimenon
The Prokeimenon in the 2 Tone: The Lord is my strength and my song. He has
become my salvation. (Sunday) (Ps 117 [118]: 14)
verse: The Lord has chastened me sorely, but He has not given me over to death.
nd

(Ps 117 [118]: 18)

In 3 Tone, the Song of the Theotokos: My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit
rejoices in God my Savior. (Meeting) (Lk 1: 46 – 47)
rd

Epistle
§ 280 from the center: 1 Timothy 1: 15 – 17 (from the 31st Sunday after Pentecost)

Reader: The reading from the [First] Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Timothy.
MY SON TIMOTHY, this is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance,
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am first.
But for this cause have I obtained mercy,
that in me first Jesus Christ might show forth all longsuffering,
as a pattern to them which should believe in Him unto life everlasting.
Now to the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only Most-wise God,
be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen.
The Alleluia
verse: Alleluia in the 2 Tone. The Lord answer thee in the day of trouble! The name
of the God of Jacob protect thee! (Sunday) (Ps 19 [20]: 1)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
verse: Save the king, O Lord, and hear us on the day we call! (Ps 19 [20]: 9)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
th
verse: In the 8 Tone. Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according
to Thy word. (Meeting) (Lk 2: 29)
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.
nd
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Gospel
§62; Matthew 15: 21 – 28 (Sunday, Seventeenth of Matthew (Canaanite Woman)
NOTE: the Gospel of the Canaanite woman is always read two weeks before the Publican & the
Pharisee and the opening of the Triodion

AT THAT TIME, JESUS WENT into the coasts of Tyre and Sidon.
22
And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts,
and cried unto him, saying,
Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou son of David;
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil.
23
But he answered her not a word. And his disciples came and besought him, saying,
Send her away; for she crieth after us.
24
But he answered and said,
I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel.
25
Then came she and worshipped him, saying, Lord, help me.
26
But he answered and said,
It is not meet to take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.
27
And she said,
Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.
28
Then Jesus answered and said unto her,
O woman, great is thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt.
And her daughter was made whole from that very hour.
Hymn to the Theotokos – Tone 3
Instead of “It is truly meet …,” :
O Virgin Theotokos, hope of all Christians,
protect, preserve, and save those who hope in thee!
In the shadow and letter of the Law,
let us, the faithful, discern a figure:
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every male [child] that opens the womb is holy to God.
Therefore we magnify the firstborn Word of a Father Who has no beginning, //
the Son firstborn of a Mother who had not known man.
Communion Hymns
Praise the Lord from the heavens! Praise Him in the highest! (Sunday) (Ps 148:1)
I will receive the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord. (Meeting)
(Ps 115 [116]: 13)

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

5

Readings & Hymns. February 7th, 2021

6

Saint Luke of Hellas (Hosios Loukas)

The Monastery of Hosios Loukas

(The Monastery of Hosios Loukas has
survived the ravages of history and
remains a monument of Byzantine
Mosaic art)
Saint Luke of Hellas was a native of
the Greek village of Kastorion. The son
of poor farmers, the saint from
childhood had toiled much, working in
the fields and shepherding the sheep. He
was very obedient to his parents and
very temperate in eating. He often gave
his own food and clothing to the poor,
for which he suffered reproach from his
parents. He once gave away almost all
the seed which was needed for planting
in the fields. The Lord rewarded him for
his charity, and the harvest gathered was
greater than ever before.
As a child, he prayed fervently and
often. His mother saw him more than
once standing not on the ground, but in

Main Church of the Monastery
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the air while he prayed.
After the death of his father, he left his mother and went to Athens, where he
entered a monastery. But through the prayers of his mother, who was very concerned
about him, the Lord returned him to his parental home in a miraculous manner. He
spent four months there, then with his mother’s blessing he went to a solitary place on
a mountain called Ioannou (or Ioannitsa). Here there was a church dedicated to the
holy Unmercenaries Cosmas and Damian, where he lived an ascetical life in constant
prayer and fasting. He was tonsured there by some Elders who were on pilgrimage.
After this, Saint Luke redoubled his ascetic efforts, for which the Lord granted him the
gift of foresight.
After a seven years on Ioannou, the saint moved to Corinth because of an invasion
of the Bulgarian armies. Hearing about the exploits of a certain stylite at Patras, he
went to see him, and remained for ten years to serve the ascetic with humility and
obedience. Afterwards, the saint returned again to his native land and again began to
pursue asceticism on Mount Ioannou.
The throngs of people flocking there disturbed his quietude, so with the blessing of
his Elder Theophylactus, Saint Luke went with his disciple to a still more remote place
at Kalamion. After three years, he settled on the desolate and arid island of Ampelon
because of an invasion of the Turks. Steiris was another place of his ascetic efforts.
Here brethren gathered to the monk, and a small monastery grew up, the church of
which was dedicated to the Great Martyr Barbara. Dwelling in the monastery, the
saint performed many miracles, healing sicknesses of soul and of body.
Foreseeing his end, the saint confined himself in a cell and for three months
prepared for his departure. When asked where he was to be buried, the monk replied,
“Throw my body into a ravine to be eaten by wild beasts.” When the brethren begged
him to change these instructions, he commanded them to bury his body on the spot
where he lay. Raising his eyes to heaven, he said, “Into Thy hands, O Lord, I
commend my spirit!”
Saint Luke fell asleep in the Lord on February 7, 946. Later, a church was built over
his tomb. Myrrh flowed from his holy relics, and many healings occurred.

Sketch of the Monastery from 1743 (by Vasily Gregorovich Barsky)

